Lincoln Branch Submariners Association

Minutes of meeting  held on Sunday 25th June 2017
1.Chairman opened the meeting at:- 1238
2.Members present:- There were 8 members present 
3.Apologies:- Received from:- D.Bussey,T.Eynon,J.Serdecki,M.Bugg,J.Hobson,A.Jeffrey,R.Frankish,I.Stoney,S.Unwin,M.Brocklesby,
G.Sheppard
4.Obituaries:-The list of Obituaries was passed round for all to read.
Whilst this was being done, the Chairman informed the meeting that he was in touch with Trevor Dodwell's family, and that we as a branch are invited to attend his funeral that will be held at Alford. When a date is known an E-mail will be sent out. This was followed by a minutes silence and the reading of our prayer.

5.Minutes from previous meeting. 


1) Amendment to the minutes of the last meeting.

In the Social Secretary's report regarding the trip to HMS Trincomalee, the branch secretary stated that "The Chairman suggests that this be a "Freeby" for members their families and friends", THIS SHOULD READ,"The Chairman suggests that this be a "Freeby"for submariners and partners".
The Chairman then added to this that a nominal charge of £10 be made for friends wishing to attend.

The minutes were then Accepted.
6.Matters Arising:- There were no matters arising from these minutes.
7.Chairman's report:-  The Chairman thanked all those that turned out in support of AFD on Saturday 24th. We raised £109 by selling all of the hats (legacy of Malcolm Douse) a bottle of After Shave and a branch Jacket. The Chairman also had a cheque for £25 given to him for a presentation to PROBUS.
8. Correspondence :-  


1) The invitation to attend the Battle of Britain Commemoration Service at Lincoln Cathedral was read out. The branch will not be represented. The secretary will reply to this invite.



2) Report by D.Bussey on our trip to Portsmouth for the committal of Henry Hunter's ashes.
 " On Wednesday lunchtime we went into the dockyard and were met by the dockyard chaplain and shown to the launch along with five other families carrying out their own burial services. If you haven't been to one of these committals, I can tell you that it's a 20 minute ride out to an area between two forts. It was reasonably calm with a very gentle swell but still too much for Carol. She was feeling a bit poorly, which I guess was a combination of the sea and the circumstances. Once the boat had stopped they piped the still and there were a few prayers before each family in turn went onto the quarterdeck for a further reading. Two sailors in No1's held the casket beneath a flag on a small piece of wood designed like a slide. At the appropriate moment the slide was tipped and the casket allowed to drop into the sea. Having not been to one of these occasions before, I rather imagined the ashes being thrown into the wind, however they are in a wooden container which is clearly weighted and with holes. After dropping into the water it takes about two minutes for the box to start to sink. Flowers are thrown into the sea and you go back into the cabin area of the launch, where the service continues. After all the families have said their goodbyes, the launch makes two circuits of the burial site before heading back to Portsmouth dockyard."
It was a moving day and left me wondering whether I would want the same for myself?



3) An E-mail received from Carol Jones (Henry's daughter)

"It was a pleasure for us to share with you our farewell to Dad (Henry). We all appreciated you being there and we are sure he would have done too. We felt it was a fitting service, and Barbara is pleased that it went well. Whilst she would have liked to be there she accepts that she would have struggled with getting on and off the ship. Barbara is doing well thank you, slowly but surely."  Kind regards Carol.
9. Secretary's report.



1) Standard Bearers Report where your standard has been paraded since our last meeting. 

a) 11th June. 50/61 Squadron Memorial at Birchwood and Skellingthorpe.

b) 16th June. 10th Anniversary of cessation of operation Banner in N.Ireland at RNA Club.

c) 24th June. AFD Lincoln.
10.Treasurer's report: 

Monthly Statement 21/05/2017

Opening Balance

£3,373.00

Meeting Collection

        40.00

Monies paid out last month


Members family flowers
        72.00


Branch Balance

  £3,341.00




Amount collected at this meeting £37.10 

 
11.Social Secretary's Report:- 



1) The trip to Hartlepool to visit HMS Trincomalee will be on Wednesday 16th August. A 32 seater coach has been ordered at the cost of £500. There are 26 names down, however a nominal charge of £10 will be made for any guests wishing to join us. The coach will leave the RNA club at 1000 prompt.

The Chairman was then prompted to report on the success of the Blue Plaque event to honour Lt.Cdr Wanklin V.C that took place at Knockinaam Lodge, near Stranraer on 3rd June 2017.
12.Welfare report:  As decided at the last meeting we are all responsible for the welfare of our members.

I have been in touch with Jan Serdecki to ask how his wife Petra is, this is his reply:-

"Petra has been diagnosed with terminal cancer of the pancreas and a smaller cancer on her right kidney and nodules on her lungs. At this time she is comfortable at home with my son, daughter and daughter in law close by. I have very good care and help from Marie Curie Cancer Care nurses coming in during the night to allow the family to get some sleep. Also we have a district nurse visit on a daily basis. Petra is putting up a good fight and she is quite lucid at this time. She asked me to give all you guys and your families her kind regards and to thank you once more for the flowers she received from the association a few weeks ago.
I miss coming to the monthly meetings but my priority is at the moment to be at home with my wife.

Regards Jan.

13.LExSA report:- Nothing to report. However M. Williams, our rep' did attend the meeting and reported that the Submariners had voted to leave LeXSA, but if the overall vote was for LeXSA to continue then they would support it.
, A.O.B. 
M.Williams informed the meeting that on 31st July there will be a service of remembrance at the War Memorial, High St Lincoln. It was on this date 31st July 1917 that the Battle of Passchendaele commenced going on until 10th November 1917.
There will also be an event in Brigg on 28th August to commemorate this battle. Stalls are invited to attend.

The Chairman went on to give a brief update on plans for future Blue Plaque events.

Meeting shut at:- 1324
Date of next meeting:- Sunday 16th July 2017

Please be advised that these notes of the meeting by the secretary cannot in any way be regarded as the official minutes until they are approved and accepted at the next meeting.
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